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Using Tapestry with
the new EYFS

guidance documents

ere at Tapestry, we tully support
the reasons tor the advised
changes to assessment
procedures in the EYFS.

We teel that truly child-centred
assessment cannot be based on
a tick-list approach.

What has changed when using Tapestry?

Following the announcement of the new ‘Development Matters’, and
the subsequent ‘Birth to 5 Matters’, we were determined to produce a
monitoring tool that could be used to support practitioners who
wanted to use either document in the way that they were intended.

It is for this reason, that if you choose to use either of these guidance
documents to support your assessment, you will simply add an area
‘flag’ to your observation, rather than a specific ‘statement’:

EYFS 2021 []
Mon-statutory curriculum guidance for the early years foundation stage. The headings
here come from the Development Matters guidance and the Birth to 5 Matters guidance.
Doth sets of guidance use the same area headings (the seven areas of learning). The
aspects you see are the onas included in the Birth to 5 Matters guidance. Development
Matters 2021 does not split the areas into aspecis
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= Communication and language

L)

+ Personal, social and emotional development

L)

Physical development

L)

Literacy

L)

Mathematics

L)

Understanding the world
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Expressive arts and design




Reference Materials

Reference Material

Qr

' Development Matters: non-statutory curriculum guidance from the DfE

B Birth to 5 Matters: A Unigue Child . .
Reference Materials are displayed based

B Birth to 5 Matters: Age Range Key on the age of the child in question, as

(3 Birth to 5 Matters: Enabling Environments Weu asS t € CUrricuium area that haS been
selected.

(3 Birth to 5 Matters: Positive Relationships

B Development Matters: Communication and language AddItIOﬂal ﬂag SetS are avallable for the
Checkpoints in Development Matters, the

B Development Matters: Personal, Social and Emotional Development Ear[y Learn]ng GO@[S and the

(3 Development Matters: Physical Development (L:Qaarrr?i%tgeHStICS Of Effectlve Teachmg and

(3 Development Matters: Literacy
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TEE:T'R'Y Areas Of Conce rn The options available are ‘Concerns’, No Concerns' or

R Review' (1)
This is an important new If you are not sure on which selection you should make at
monitoring area of that time, you can either choose to skip that area (2) or use

the iInformation below this box to help you decide.
Tapestry.
You will find support observations (3) which will show all
Without individual observations that have been flagged in that area for that
fot b d child. You will also find any Reflections (4) which have been
statement-dase added for that child and flagged in that selected area to

assessments, professional refer to. Reference material will also appear at the bottom
judgement is going to be (5).
crucial when it comes to e

summative assessments.

his monitoring area allows
a teacher to decide if they -
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Abby had difficulties vith understanding that some pecple like different things 1o her. Coud look at a discussion with others in group to share what their favourite food is
ol Show / hide details



Tapestry was originally created to enhance
parental engagement and to share the
moments of learning that take place in your
settings.

Over the last year, over 138,000 settings have
benefitted from the enhanced communication
opportunities that we provide. Our Activities
and Memos features have also added to
Tapestry’s existing functionality to aild home
learning.

Quality Over Quantity

One of the key reasons for the changes Iin
assessment systems is to save practitioner’s
time. Any assessments that do take place
should be for the benefit of the staff and
children — not to satisfy Ofsted or the senior
leadership team.



